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every three cases; and occasional measurements were
made from objects overthrown, projected, or shifted,
and also from the personal experiences of observers.
The attempt to apply the method was, however,
fraught with difficulties. The heterogeneous struc-
ture of the island was no doubt responsible for many
divergent azimuths; the irregularity of the buildings
both in form and material and their variety of site
furnished other sources of error; even the smallness
of the area was a disadvantage in lessening the
number of trustworthy records.

Measurements were made at 55 places altogether,
but in most cases they -were the results of isolated
observations, not the means of several at each place.
On this account, I have not reproduced in Fig. 15 the
azimuths shown in Dr. Johnston-Lavis's map of the
earthquake. A large number of them clearly con-
verge towards an area lying to the west of Casamic-
ciola; and, from their arrangement, Dr. Johnston-
Lavis concludes, though the evidence does not seem
to me quite strong enough for the purpose, that they
emanated from a fracture running from a little west
of north to a little east of south.

This conclusion is, however, justified by other
evidence. In the centre of the injured district, Dr.
Johnston-Lavis has traced a meizoseismal band, in
which the shock must have been nearly or quite
vertical. "The damage inflicted on buildings in-
cluded within this band was," he says, "very char-
acteristic of the nature of the shock; the walls having
received but slight injury, whilst almost every floor
and ceiling had been totally destroyed. In fact," he
adds, "many houses would have required no other
repairs than the replacing of the divisions between